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CARLTON - 1900

The Carlton was built as «Hotel Brinig et I'Universy by Christian Hansen. The
hotel had a large garden area with vegetable growings and a variety of
frees. It even had a carriage service as well as a barn, located south of the

hotel. The hotel was open from April to October and was regarded back
then as very modern with private bathrooms, heaters and an elevator. It was
owned together with the «Hotel Du Lacy by the Walter Hofmann family.
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EUROPE - 1898

Erection of the northern part
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EUROPE - 1910

Construction of the southern part
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HOTEL DE L'EUROPE

Both buildings were built under the
ownership of Karl Alfred Ritschard,
a former official in Muri. Alice
Ritschard, previous hotel secretary
in Lugano managed the hotel.
She had shared her duty with
Gertrud Biert, born Ritschard, who
was hotel manager in Chamby,
Montreux. Therefor «Hotel de
I’Europey belonged until 1924

to the Ritschard family. Are they
related to today's wine vendor
Ritschard? The investigations are
ongoing...

If we go through an old brochure
of Alfred Ritschard, he praised his
hotel with the following words:

«The Hotel de I'Europe is located
in immediate walking distance
to the train station Interlaken
Ost, with a direct connection

to Lauterbrunnen, Grindelwald-
Wengernalp-Jungfrau and
Schynige Plattebahn as well as
to Lake Brienz boat pier and the
Harder funicular railway. The hotel
stands completely free on alll
sides...
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...In immediate vicinity is a gorgeous
park area, which is peacefully streaked
by the Aare, an approximately 50m
wide river. Completely free of dust. In
just a few minutes you can reach the
higher park area of Harder mountain.
The hotel is cosy and comfortable

decorated and has various public
rooms, an elevator, well established
bathrooms, a central heating system
and excellent beds. Most of the rooms
have access fo a terrace or balcony
with a magnificent panoramic view
of the alps. Through the affiliation of

a new building, they succeeded in a
separation, which was ideal for either
a quiet long term residence, or a short
stop on longer travles. The house is
famous for its exquisite kitchen and
wine cellar. Additionally, you can

find draft beer on the menu and get
served on the glass covered terrace.
The owner focuses on quick and
friendly staff. The hotel is open all year
around.»

000 Bery Fuse oder eine falbe Stunde
000, preds ot ure pm.':é‘luf b
bt g e

i

1931 1939 1947

1952 @ 1966 1967



EUROPE - 1924

On October 20" Wilhelmina & Ernst Kuchen, owners of the
. «Hotel Baren» in Minchenbuchsee, bought the hotel for
.+ " CHF 260'000. By the way: The contract of the purchase and
pledge agreement still exsists.
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EUROPE - 1931
Only seven years after
the acquisition of the

Hotel Europe, Ernst H utE | Eu r n pE
Kuchen passed away in §7

August 1931. According 4 e '

to the assignment

agreement between E nt r e E

the widow Wilhelmina .

Kuchen and their son, |

Alfred Kuchen-Hdberli, A '

the hotel was passed f Ghamhre dEpUIS rr 450

on to him and his

wife Hedwig Kuchen- P

Hdaberli the year after. E n S I U n Fr IZ 50

She was the daughter ' ! ]
of Erwin Haberli, host . > e IR [ - [irope Tnerlaken
of «Gaststatte zum % il
Schutzenhausy in

MUnchenbuchsee.

The kitchen equipment

was renewed and

the coal stove was

converted to a gas

stove.
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Second World War - 1939
Immediately after the outbreak on
September 1¢, the «Hotel Europen
was used as a military medical facility
and served as admission location

for wounded soldiers. Until the end

of 1945 the hotel served as an army
dental clinic. During the whole war
only soldiers and no hotel guests were
accommodated.

For the reopening after the end

of the war, the hotel was in need

of a profound renovation. Part of
these costs were covered by the
government.
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CARLTON - 1947

Charles Affentranger, the grandfather of Werner Affentranger, bought the hotel. Soon Trudi & John Affenfranger
took over and run the business already under the name «Hotel Carltony. In that period a lot of renovations and
adaptations were made, according to the needs of the time.

Hotel Europe
Interlaken

Fam. Kuchen, Propr.
L 4

2nd Class Hotel near the Interlaken East Station

Season: April-October
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EUROPE - 1952

The first two rooms were equipped with an in-room bathroom and a toilet.
The shared bathrooms on the floors continued to exist for a few more
years, until the major renovation in the year 1966, when the corridors were
scaled down and the rooms were provided with bathrooms.
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INTERLAKEN

SCHWEIZ — SUISSE — SWITZERLAND

HOTEL EUROPE EUROPE, GREAT REDEVELOPMENT - 1966
The roof and the front were completely
renovated. The old wash house, where they
still washed by hand, was set up as a modern
laundry room with washing machines, dryer
/ ‘ " and a mangle. Additionally, the house was
EUROPE - 1960 el E, d expanded with another dining room, todays
In January Hedwig & il | »Salle de la Gare". At the same time the «Hotel
Alfred Kuchen-Hdaberli e L S Europen was established as a school hotel for the
passed on the hotel - ] ‘ Swiss hotelier association.
to their son Roland : The couple Roland and Elisabeth Kuchen-
Kuchen-Loder and his Loder conducted from 1966 until 1978 in the
wife Elisabeth. Those two off season, meaning five weeks in spring and
managed the hotel until - five weeks in autumn, hotel courses for the
1981. ; e 1 | Swiss Hotelier Association. In each semester,
i t ‘ " around 70 women were trained by professional
Elisabeth Kuchen B SN ' teachers. In addition the ,,Europe* hosted
remembered later: Yy ; r : apprenticeship exams for chefs, hotel assistants
«In the 57 years, in which [l as well as service staff members. The hotel was
the Hotel was owned o [3L A ; : owned by the Kuchen family for more than
by our family, not just Rt = three generations, which gave the Europe
thousands of guests from  : Nz > V its reputation. This way it established itself in
all over the world, but also A the eastern neighbourhood as a renomated
military and frainees went | 7 4 i venue in Interlaken. At the regular's table many
in and out. -‘ '  different subjects were discussed, such as the
U =2\& local life, community politics and school itself.
i Even hunters and alpinists met here.

FAM.R. KUCHEN TEL.036/22 71 41
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CARLTON - 1967
In the basement of the building the «Johnny’sy opened and on the ground floor the gourmet restaurant «Fine Geuley,
later the «Chez-Pierren, which was a meeting point for locals and gourmets over the years.

CARLTON - 1981
Werner T. Affentranger

takes over the hotel from
his parents.
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EUROPE - 1981

In April, Yvette & Rudolf Schwab-
Spycher bought the hotel. They
previously owned the «Hotel
Acasiasy in Geneva. The family
remained as owners until 1989.




EUROPE - 1989

The gentlemen Zimmermann and
Himmelreich from Bern acquired the Europe
from family Schwab. The Schwabs stayed

as leaseholders until the end of September
1991. Afterwards, Mr. GUnter Heinrich-
Wthrich, living in Interlaken, continued to
run the hotel.

THE END? - 1995

Francesca Comte acquired the
Europe. She renovated the northern
part of the hotel as well as the

Das Aus fur das «Europ1 by B restaurant fowards the Hoheweg.

R o , ; , Unfortunately, the economic success
wird das Interlakner 8 . B was not sufficient enough to continue
g i 9 ; ; with further necessary renovations and
Yo most of all, to fulfill the building safety
I’ﬁ}:‘ﬁig;a%ﬁg‘;mzh S h B k ib H 1B guidelines of the canton of Berne. So
e, et OC WG]ZGI‘ an ll ernimmt Hotel Kurope was the former Europe AG imposed

triebe Konkurs, stehen zum Ver-
kauf oder sind mangels getatig-

Fi Million Fi ill Baukredif der  Sein Geb

i el O DONkrupt and the hotel was
an der Versteigerung die ~ “*$2 Cig als 5o viel schei

ten Investitionen nicht mehr
UBS das Hotel Europe. s.e‘?;m”nifsei‘:‘;‘gﬂ“gi::in“:: vy QUCtioned. As a result of the auction,

konkurrenzfihig. Die Lage sei
Damit sind die Preis- hat allerdings einiges investiert:

allerdings im Moment besser als
Dol s Ak the hotel went into possession of the

auch schon, relativiert Werner

Affentranger, Président der Tou-

rismus-Organisation Interlaken Tolche 15 Barh in Millonen Franken, Die Gesai-
Becug auf das Jugond. (55 SIS g ot :
| stl-Haus hat, ey e | JBS. Even after the great investments
A Ane.Marte ountey 0lTEleatiedas Europes - Rudol Bigin i

| B ] - L mi ) Franken unterstii der Versteigerun il Th 995 _ 99 '1, 1.'”
U gl =t L N the years | 1997, it was sfi
hléingelt sich iiber die Siidfas- ht dffentlich bk g

‘ade. Trotzdens: Dis 1893 erbay.  Verdecktes Interesse gerung aufireen ST @) despero‘re need of renovations

te Hotel «Europe» mit seinen fi-  Geleitet wurde die Versteige-  Bank auch spiite

li Balkongit d d Anita Sieber, und d tellungen bid B

e AN, | further investment. It was even

n Giebelaufder Siid- ~ besetzt. nicht «Europe.
seite hat etwas vom Jugend- s oo GRehhe’ » Latk camorsa . .
stilcharme ins 21. Jahrhundert leute. Das Mindestangebot, mit ~derat Wemer Affd d|Scussed, |f fhe Oged nouveau Gr‘l’

hiniibergerettet. Seinen letzten ~dem die Steigerung begann, war «Europe» in der|

Besit: , der Hotel Ex AG  Fr. 28993.50, iel bet: 1l s i . . . .
e e Duilding with ifs crumbly front ought to
be torn down.

INTERLAKNER HOTELLERIE

VERSTEIGERUNG IN INTERLAKEN

und selber Hotelier, und jeden-
falls nicht schlechter als an an-
dern Orten auch.

Fest steht, dass die Probleme
in der Hotellerie in den letzten
Jahren immer grosser geworden
s ' und weiter * zunehmen
Viden. uf

Seite 31
KOMMENTAR AUF DIESER SEITE

hat dieser Charme kein Gliick Werner Thonen zum Angebot
gebracht. 1995 haben sie das aufrief, blieb alles still. Die Re-
«Europe» gekauft, seit gestern  geln sind bekannt: Es hat keinen
Nachmittag stehen sie vor dem ~ Sinn, ein Angebot zu machen,
Nichts. Das Hotel mit den 38 bis die Bank ihre Preisvorstel-
Zimmern, die teilweise saniert lung iiber ein eigenes Angebot
wurden, wurde versteigert. Ein formuliert hat. Fiir die UBS Ba-
wihtiger Grund far das Schei- sl und Zrich tat dies Architekt
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HoEL BERNENSIS HOTEL AG - 2001

Stephan JJ. Maeder managed, together with his
colleague Till Klammer, to find enough acquaintances
and friends to found the Bernensis Hotel AG. This new
initiated joint stock company was able to acquire the
hotel from the UBS and was ready, through charity
work and the waiving of dividend payments to recover
the hotel. With this strategy they managed to safe it
economical wise and were eager to confinue the over
one hundred year old history with lofs of enthusiasm.

In the first phase after 2001 the security and fire safety
of the hotel were improved. According fo the historic
preservation guidelines, the whole front got refurbished
as well as the rest of the rooms. Additionally the
meeting room «Top of Europen was built below the
roof, to connect and continue the long term tradition
of business through out the whole year. This way an
attractive offer can be provided also during the low
seasons. Already from the beginning it was decided,
to lease the restaurants. The ladies Astrid Flick and
Christine Steiner were hosts in their restaurant «Spontany,
befor it reopened unter the name «Suppentoph .
Through the years tenants and concepts changed,
turning the «Spontany fo the beloved «Vinothek
Winearty and the «Suppentopf» into the restaurant
«Shaliman.

INTERLAKEN *** SWITZERLAND
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THE HOTEL WEDDING - 2006
On January 3 the Bernensis Hotel
AG took over «Hotel Carltony. In
the meantime, both buildings were
conected with a new lobby.
All restaurants and hotel rooms were
renovated, part of the front was built
back info its original state, the balcony
railing reconstructed and all the red
panelling of the front were removed.
Out of the previous laundry room
became the meeting room «Hardem,
the office of the management
became the fumoir, the parking
spaces were extended, the gourmet
restaurant «Chez-Pierren received a
new kitchen and the underground
heating oil tank gave space for toilet
facilities for «Johnny‘s» guests. The
removal of the former laundry and the
hotel kitchen offered space for the Eine Party im guten (e,
«Oberlédnder Wellnessddrfliy together alten Johnny’s-Stil |
. 9 9 Derlegendére Club feierte
with a hair saloon, a massage studio seinen 40. Geburstag
as well as a cosmetic and nail studio.
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THE NEW CONSTRUCTION «ANNEX» - 2012/13

The vision becomes reality: The construction began in autumn. On the south side of the hotel a new building with a
spacious garage, a new and large dining room with kitchen on the ground floor and a couple of apartments were
planed. The parking garage was already finished in winter and started to be used in spring 2013. During the summer
months no further renovations or constructions were done, so the guests would not be disturbed and could enjoy a
relaxed stay.

Investitionen im Carlton-Europe

3 Millionen Franken will Hotelier Stephan J] Maeder in sein Hotel Carlton-Europe i
ken investieren. In einer ersten Etappe entstehen eine Einstellhalle und ein Eingan

von ANNETTE MARTI - n

INTERLAKEN Auf der Siidseite des Ho-
tels Carlton-Europe in Interlaken sind
seit einiger Zeit Bauarbeiten im Gange.
Vom Hoheweg aus fast unsichtbar ent-

rund 3 Millionen Franken in die We
terentwicklun;

Hotelbar. §
erlaubt, will

Update, beispielsweise der A W
Fernwirme-Netz der Avari. i ” - s

Hotelier Stephan J) Maeder (rechts) bespricht den Fortschritt auf der Baustelle mit Kelvin Borter, Arge Werren/Gerb

Studios in Mischnutzung

Ausschlaggebend fiir den Umbau oder als eine Art Studio oder Ferien- dem laufenen Betrieb ei Heraus- er pointiert. Er

waren mehrere Faktoren. S wohnung. «In Inte; n gibt es zu w forderung. Wi ie i Atemzug das Re:

storte sich Maeder an d cl ige Ferienwohnungen: irdischen Parkpla in der Hotellerie an. Als Prasident

nen Umgebung auf de; r r. gsform  verschwinden, is Wei d s Berner Oberlan
i g ka ten bereits ein e der Ei s on er spricht. Der allg
Einheiten wihrend eines Kongresses ha g ) reisdruck in der Hotellg
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SECOND STAGE- 2014

For autumn and winter 2013 further
work was scheduled. Within a few
months the new building behind
the connecting wing was built.

Our dining and seminar room
Hansen-Ritschard-Saal (as homage
to the builders Christian Hansen & 5
Karl Alfred Ritschard) as well as the  fupeeggiss=
Salon Elisabeth, a room next door,
were inaugurated in the middle
of October. Regardless the usage
as a meeting room or dining hall
for corporate events or banquets,
the Hansen-Ritschard-Saal offers
space for 180 guests. Furthermore,
it is looded with day light, thanks
to the huge windows around the
hall, which reach from the top o
the bottom. The direct access to
the hotel garden is a highlight.

A large fireplace creates a cosy
ambience in the dining hall.
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FINISHING THE «tANNEX BUILDING» - 2016

The first and second floor of the new building «Annex» were completed in spring 2016.

The apartments are all suitable for the elderly. They can be rented as hotel room, holiday flat or temporary residence,
for example after an hospitalisation. The collaboration with the hotel nursing service «Claire & George» and our meal

service complete the offer for guests in need of care.




THE OASIS OF INTERLAKEN FOR ADULTS

Our historic hotel should offer you relaxation
and happiness. We — the Maeder family and
the Carlton-Europe Team — take care of our
guests and their wishes with passion and love for
details.

Since 2019 we focus on the demands of adults.
With the statement ,,aadults only* we give our
fraditional house a clear direction and live it
with full commitment. With this step we don‘t
decide against children, but for adults. It is not
because we don't love children, rather because
we know that a vacation can only bloom in its
full potential, once a complete relaxation and
stress free moments, without noise or hectic are
given. A frip without kids¢ By all means, that

has its charm. Precisely for that reason our hotel
is the ideal oasis to enjoy fime for yourself. We
offer exclusive deals for love birds or happy
parents, who want to spend some time alone.
Also stressed business guests, who simply would
like to disconnect for a moment are at the right
address with us.

Relax, recharge your batteries and enjoy a quiet
atmosphere. Here you can think for once only
about yourself. Without compromise or pressure
of time.

1947 1952 1960 1966 1967



YOUR (HI)STORY
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IT'S A FAMILYAFFAIR

REIAS &
CHATEAUX

A
.‘55 WALDHOTEL DOLDENHORN %
LANDGASTHOF RUEDIHUS *%
3718 Kandersteg

WALDHOTEL DOLDENHORN &
LANDGASTHOF RUEDIHUS

CH 3718 Kandersteg - +41 33 675 81 81
info@doldenhorn.ch - www.doldenhorn-ruedihus.ch
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